
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

New Avenues to Independence 
 
  
Your Project Title: Expanding Capacity of New Avenues to Independence's Music Therapy Program 

Your Project Summary: For many years, New Avenues has provided high quality Music Therapy to persons 

of all ages with disabilities. This request to CAC focuses on expanding this program capacity by the 

purchase of additional instruments to provide group Music Therapy Sessions to both adults and children 

with disabilities at both the agency itself and with key community groups. In addition, these groups will 

provide free performances to appropriate audiences at the agency’s main campus and other community 

sites. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy - The application provides evidence of artistic and cultural vibrancy, 

although I would have liked to have seen more information on the genres of music explored and which 

instruments are used. Also, I wanted to know more about the interns utilized - where do they come from 

and how are they prepared to do this work?Organizational Capacity - The application provides evidence of 

organization capacity. Clearly this applicant has been doing this work for some time, although I would have 

liked to seen more clarity in the application - it was difficult to discern the various components of the 

project.Public Benefit - The application provides evidence of public benefit. This organization has 

considerable experience with the community to be served, but again, as I was not completely clear on the 

activities, it made it difficult for me to assess their benefit. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Very exciting and important project that focuses on building capacity for a music therapy program 

for disabled kids and adults. The fact that the project focuses on buying more instruments and building 

capacity shows that they are cognizant of limits and needs of their organization and are trying to address 

them. This in itself demonstrates organizational capacity to me - they have the staff, interns, community 

partnerships, and resources to assess their needs, make a plan, and execute that plan. Arts and cultural 

vibrancy also clear from the fact that qualified, invested music therapy professionals are leading the project. 

This project will inspire and challenge its participants and perhaps those facilitating as well. It will urge all 

involved to think differently about disability and how music can serve our disabled communities' needs and 

interests. The public programming portion will do this as well. Organization demonstrates knowledge of its 

community and evidence of desire to engage and serve them through creative, beneficial means. 

Knowledge of community drives their work. Public benefit is clear from all of above. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. There is demonstration of meaningful 

engagement in the community. The proposal is clear about who they are serving in the community. The 

support materials are of average quality and draw some concern with an organization with a seven-figure 

total budget. Stronger support materials would have made this a stronger application. 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that New Avenues to Independence satisfactorily meets the 

funding criteria through their proposal for Music Therapy Program. They especially show the public benefit 

of this project as it meaningfully engages the community. They demonstrate that they understand the needs 

of people of all ages with disability to live a life of dignity by being independent. They use the knowledge of 

their community and lessons from prior nursing partnerships to drive their work. They have built meaningful 

relationships with residents and community partners such as the Giant Eagle Employment Partnership. 

They are accessible and inviting to their community and their performances are free to the public. They 

have a good relationship with the William Weiss Foundation for matching funds. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: New Avenues to Independence 

uses knowledge of its community to drive its work by building meaningful relationships between participants 

of its art therapy program and the wider disability community through its internship alumni network. Artistic 

& Cultural Vibrancy: New Avenues to Independence recruits qualified, creative and engaged staff. The 

music therapy program overview was helpful in evaluating the organization's artistic and cultural vibrancy, 

a similar overview for the Summer Camp would have also been helpful. Organizational Capacity: I am 

concerned that the expansion to the Music Therapy Program is underfunded. CAC funds will be used to 

purchase instruments and equipment necessary for the project, but as the applicant states, the program 

has additional program related costs. The organization does not list other sources of program support such 

as a contribution from their general operating budget, in-kind/volunteer time, or donations. The organization 

only cites its relationship to a foundation. Although the Music Therapy Program is long associated with the 

funder, the program's public benefit depends on the sustainability/longevity of the program. Should a funder 

change its priorities or a grant is not fully funded the program's impact or success could be weakened. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

